
head of schools
suggests

Supt. E. L. Thurston, in Annua
Report, Urges Reforms in

Educational System.

FOR TEACHERS' PENSION?

Terming this «n Me of evolution. 11
indeed, not of revolution, in the educe
tlonal world, Ernest I* Thurston, su

perlntendent of publlo schools of th<
District of Columbia, in his annual re

port, presented to the board of eduoa
tion this afternoon, recommended man:
changes which he believes will be valu
able to the educational system o:

Washington. The report is about 40,004
words in length, and embraces a num

her of statistical tables.
Here are'.a few of {he salient point*

the superintendent makes:
Washington's publlo schools are beins

used widely as community and soda
centers, but should be used even mor<

extensively.
The need for vacation schools hat

been proved. This system should b<
extended as expediently as possible.
Substitution of supervised study lr

school in place of home study is desirable.Steps in this direction are to be
taken as expediently as feasible.

Method Needs Improvement.
The present method of furnishing

substitute teachers is weak and needs
improvement. Plans for a new method
are outlined.
Incorporation of elementary business

courses in new Central and Eastern
rtlgb schools offers Business High
School opportunity for more technical
work. Courses in advertising, salesmanship,window dressing and accountingare advocated.
A teachers' retirement provision is

needed.
More extensive medical and dental

supervision are needed. Work In this
field has proved its value.
The school system should hayo *

"digestive system" for testing ana researchwork. A small research board
probably will be organized in the near
future.
The report, speaking of the communityuse of school buildings, shows

that in the white schools buildings were
used for forty-eight mothers' clubs
parent-teacher associations and slrailai
organizations; nine were used for citizens'associations, and flfty-four were
used for other civic and community
bodies. In the colored schools thirtyfivebuildings were used for mothers
clubs, parent-teacher associations anc
similar organizations; seven for citizens'associations, and four for othei
bodies. The totS.1 membership using
the buildings was approximately
12,641, of whom 9,286 were white anc

3,355 were colored.

Community Use Desirable.
"It is evident," says the report, "thai

the people of the community intend t<
use their schools in Increasing measur<

.and that is as it should be. Witt
Increasing use has come increasing acquaintance.The various association:
offer splendid opportunities to schoo
officials to put before tne parents an<!
'citizenship the needs, the aims and the
-desires of the educational system, anc

to secure in return the real reactior
of the community. With knowledge
and acquaintance must come power oi
accomplishment and right co-operation."
Saying, that while home study foi

some pupils has certain advantages, 1
places many pupils under marked disadvantages.Supt. Thurston states:

"More and more am I of the opinion
considering our system as a whole, tha*the problem of studying and how t<
study is a school problem, to be met ii
increasing measure by and in th<
school. I believe we must begin t<

weigh seriously the best plan for Intro
duction of definite, supervised study, a

least in the higher grades and in th<
lower high school years. Rightly de
veloped this should mean a reduction o
retardation losses, a lessening of dls
couragement and a saving in studen
lives. It may mean more teachers o

more teachers temporarily only. It ma:
mean a slight lengthening of schoo

to anotner. ine stuoy 01 salesman

Khip 1s, In no small sense, a study c
uman nature."

- At another point he atain touchc
jkpon the subject of the need for "cor
llnuatlon" schools. He says:
,"At any time the demand arises,
(am ready to organise day contlnuatic
aehools for young business employe

t

hours. Dux accompanied uy ausuiuu

freedom from school demands when th<
school hours are over. It certainly
means some readjustment of our teach
ing methods."
The "group principal" plan, whereb:

one principal has charge of two o
more schools, has proved successful, 1
is indicated. "Although started unde
difficulties, the teachers conducting thi
experiment, who conferred with mi

when the year was over, showed inter
est in it, recognized its possibilities fo:
greater efficiency and expressed a de
sire to keep on." says the superintend
ent.

Would Extend Bank System.
Speaking of the success of the schoo

banks. Supt. Thurston presents a plai
for the extension of the banking sys
tem in the grades. The main featur
of the extension work is that it doe
rot provide a bank for the individua
school, but merely makes the teache
responsible up to the time that the pu
nil deposits a dollar to his credit in
local savings bank.

Supt. Thurston dwells at consider
able length on the future of Busines
High School. In this connection h
points out the need for a more techni
cal course, including salesmanship an
an opportunity for "continuation
work.
He says, in part:
"The Business High School shoul<

become a great, technical buslnesi
school, training for special fields o
business activity to an extent no com
binatlon high school is likely to at
tempt. The great field of salesman
ship offers wonderful opportunities fo
direct instruction and for co-operatioi
with the business community. Ther
should be developed also extenslvi
courses in advertising and wlndov
dressing, in stock keeping and distri
bution systems and In the work of ex
ecutive secretaries. There should b<
developed a practice plan in advance*
stenography and office work and in ac
counting, whereby students woul*
spend part time In actual offices. Jus
as ©ur normal students are required t<
do in practice teaching. The varlou
offices in the school system and at th<
municipal building might well co-op
erate in this work.

"There should be, also, a properly or
Kanized continuation school depart
ment In the Business High Schoolwhenbusiness men are ready for it.
for those of their employes who ma;
) spared part time and who need ad
ditional training of high school grade
Everywhere fields for broader servic
f> the community suggest themselvei
The city study we are now maklni
will make evident manly. Surely th
friends of Business High School shoul
not fear, but rather should rejoice.

For Salesmanship Study.
"The matter of teaching salesman

hip is worth considering, aside fron
the Business High School. The ele
meats of retail salesmanship mlgl
well be taught at other schools fo
students who enter these fields. Tt
general principles of salesmanshl;
might find a place as an elective In an;
high school. Salesmanship is far moi
than the canaclty to sell goods over
counter. The principles involved ar

' ©f value to any one who has to offe
fils services or to present a propositio
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who left school before the completion
' of the eighth grade and who now need

practical Instruction In fundamentals.
They would come to school fairly alert
and vigorous rather than as at the close
of the day, wearied and unfit for mentaleffort. When the need for some
knowledge along certain practical lines
is felt by these young people, they
should make good use of such classes.
This type of work can be established,
however, only with the co-operation of
employers."
The superintendent urges the exten1sion of the night school term so that

it will be from at least October 1 to
May 1. He emphasizes particularly the
need here for training in citizenship
of the foreign-born population. He also
advocates the pure extension of voca1tlonal courses as fast as need and deimand are definitely shown.
Strong support for the night schools

from both the board of education and
the community in general is urged by
Mr. Thurston, who explains: "The night
student population is not made up of
students required to come by law, but
of those who fe^ within themselves a

need for educational development, and
who seek help in the best way open to

, them."
Favors Military Training.

Continuation of the work already
started to broaden the scope of the acj
tlvitles of the High School Cadets is
indorsed. The report sets forth, in

r part:
"Military training is a science. The

1 boy has to learn to do certain things
in the most direct and efficient way
without waste or loss of energy. I
believe the teaching carries over into

' other activities of his student and after
» life.
' "The connection of our cadet organiizations with the city life is intimate.
, The community would not know what
. to do without tnera. umcers ana pri'vates frequently serve in civic capaci[ties in connection with conventions and
1 public occasions. They learn how to
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contribute to the service of the community.
"Yet our work has been very narrowlymilitary.limited largely to close

order drill and to review and parade,
although in the last year, officers have
had troop leadership work. It should
be developed and extended, and is likelyto be. The work of Maj. McCathran
and especially the active help of Capt.
E. Z. Steever, famous for his Wyoming
plan, have put new life into the organization.I hope to see the physical
training side far more fully developed;
I hope to see the field camp become a

regular feature; I hope to see the officers*school well established. I hope to
see other phases of the work so developedthat even the cadet himself
will realize that he is taking a broad,
constructive course of work. With such
development should come the granting
of full credit as a school study counting
toward graduation. Probably this
means a faculty military and physical
instructor at each school. I am sure
that with work thus developed the vast
majority of our high school boys would
seek to enter and would benefit by the
organization."

Vacation Schools Needed.
Considering work which has been

done with thA vn raffnn qphnnls tho

superintendent says: **The community
is ready for and strongly desires the
establishment of real vacation school®.
These, of course, should be supported
by public funds, and the burden of
meeting expenses by school pay entertainmentsshould be lifted from the
teaching force once and for all. The
vacation school is less expensive per
pupil until than the regular day school
under the present plan.- It may easily
save its cost through reduction of retardation.In the end it may give the
regular school system lessons on thid
point. Its gTeat value lies, however,
in its saving of the school lives of pupils,in its effect on retardation and in
giving mental activity to many pupils
who do not need or benefit by the ab-
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solute freedom of the long: summer vacation.
Retirement I/aw Needed,

"The need for a proper teachers* retirementlaw is vital, and strong effort
to secure it should be made at once,"
urges the superintendent at another
point. "It is needed for the sake of the
school and for the sake of the teachers.
The teacher of long years of service
for the publio.very much of it at
slight financial recompense.who feels
the weight of years and of work pressingheavily upon her, ought to be able
to step aside with recognition on the
part of the public of the value of the
work she has done in shaping and in

.h,
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fluencing the lives of the children who t
are to be the men and women, the clti- a
zeps of tomorrow.** t

Supt. Thurston's plan for strengtheningthe system of furnishing substitute
teachers has for Its main features the
following points: It would employ
highly trained substitutes, who would i
specialize In this work, who would a
have had experience, and who. would be
more adequately paid than at present.
Inefficient substitutes under this plan i
would be dropped from the list. .

One of the unique recommendations
presented by Mr. Thurston Is for the set- 1

ting aside in the vicinity of tfte adminis- c
tratlve building a grade school where
educational experiments might be con- t
ducted by the superintendent in person, t
This building should have a strong, care- c
fully selected faculty; should show the j

aod Merchandi
p.'s There's Pie

lits at $23.75
Genuine Opossum
Jnes, New Combinations.

better work
s Suits show H
ful tailoring,
n tomorrow. jft p
and gabar- M. .

f navy, Burdcoats with
iteed linings
ng features, VCfr|^v
rs of velvet Yof

5?9Q

re Alarm Early This Season
f That There Would Be

mand for
ish Coats
Certainly plush has the call

ight now.and we're meeting
he demands with a large and
varied stock because of our
forehanded buying many
nonths ago, when pile fabrics
ivere cheaper than they are

oday. These models are paricularlystunning in the rippleflare effect, with large convertiblecollar, deep cuffs and
guaranteed linings.

$JQ.95
med Seal Coats, $119 to $249.50

ats!! Coats!!!
)8 to $59.50
Hindu Lynx, Scotch Worsteds,

"""IntVi. on/4
U1IV4 uvtVU

d effects and fall loose-fitting
s mighty fashionable. Choice of
terials, while some are far trimz»

,

I& Co.
treet Near F

"""" IIHI!lllllill|l||H
k

«
.»i t l i

1 - -ItOff.)

fHI VsROo**, Bur?
' lOPe HIS HlAafesry!* C«1 ~HAy)K2a«» HI cox\ HtonCft "feARlrts Y0(jr

N>CA* IT fee feHH«S«MfeX**M; c*. J>eNfT HOV
^Hg fegmi

9 _>
test method the city. has to cffeit and
ihould always b- open to Interested
eachers and visitors, it la explained.
Medical and Dental Inspectors.
In speaking of the need for Increased

nedlcal and dental Inspection and assistance,Supt Thurston says:
"Even with the work of the medical inspectorsheld to its present narrow martins.I believe that we need an Increase

n the number of Inspectors, or a subititutlonof full time for put time' men."
He states that he Is "firmly convinced

hat two dental Inspectors are too few
;o accomplish efficient work for a system
>f this size. It would take a number of
rears for these men simply to Inspect the

ise Is Hard tj
tnty.and Ev<

Paris-Insp
Here at $
For example.take, the c

sian Turban of navy blue
quisite impyan breast encirc
is $12.50.

A Marquise Tricorne v

black velvet, has a black ve
mole. It is perfectly adorat

Another Dressy Tricom
sapphire blue panne velvet,
ming of a band of mole ar

blends so harmoniously wit
part of it is that the price is .1

They're
and cut on

simeres, in
' throughout.

also plain 1

i ncy a:

yet keeping
collar; dout

All theSplendid
Furs Are Here

uf|j

II T

Trustworthy furs of high quality,
true to name, and made up In new
and novel ways, with linings of
crepe de chine to harmonise with
the color ef. the akin*. Fair prices
are the rule rather than the exception.'For example, we qnote:

Red Fox For Hots, WUStsfTtM,
Mink Fur Sets, (MOO.
Hudson and Rear Seal Muffs, $14.98

to $94.50.
Blaok Lynx Fur Sets, $44.00.
Black Coney Fur Seta at $14.R5.
White Iceland Fox For Scarfs,

$8.98.
Genuine Black Fox Far Sets, $44.00.

special display of sets and odd
.1.# irrov fnv silvan #av sic,.*. In
(IIBUOS ut »»»/ BAUUB.

snd wolf, I
*» - - *" 1*^

Thos. A. Ediso
For the best description of the
and probably greatest inventic

We'll sendan Edison Diam
Week. See us at once.

first Prize, $500
Get your entry blank at tl

\ ?
.. w.. v. - «..r . .ti sj<

"i1* n r' fmm iii -V- f. - r

.r [ qo«t^ Tau^T'
t>crr*tvp QUfm T*.vje. .

RGf^RK^S 1

ON WJR SHIPJFOft SHIP
R.GACOT

' Aoft.
,H NAM*"' * >-Rv \ MAf4
.««vr ano byte\.
FOu^GRFUC r,

r

(

children now In the schools, withont doingany follow-up work, each as conductingschool clinics. They ought not only
to examine and recommend treatment,
but they ought to have time to follow
up their examination, to determine the
extent to which their recommendations
are acted upon by parents, and to conductclinics for really needy cases."
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Jury Declares Frank Thomas, Colored,of Unsound Hind.
Frank Thomas, colored, lndlated for

first degree murder, was declared by a

Jury far Criminal Division 1 today to be
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of unsound mind. Juatloe Gould directed
that the accused be confined In the Government-Hospital for the Insane. Should
Thomas recover hla mental balance he
mar be placed on trial for the alleged
murder. ;
The Indictment against Thomas charge*;

that April 1 last he shot Henry Pros inl
the breast, inflicting a wound from which
Prue died the same day. Attorneys:
Thomas C. Taylor and Harry J. Oerrlty
appeared for the prisoner.

Joshua P. Todd, seventy, a retired
farmer, near Warren. Md.. died after a

few days' illness of peritonitis He was
a eon of the late Joshua F. and CatherineTalbott Todd.
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